ORDINANCE NO. 99-06
HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR USE OF COUNTY PARKS
AND COUNTY PARK FACILITIES; STATING AN OBJECTIVE TO PROVIDE MAXIMUM
PUBLIC USE OF COUNTY PARKS AND COUNTY PARK FACILITIES CONSISTENT
WITH THE PRESERVATION OF THE NATURAL FEATURES AND HISTORIC VALUE,
TOGETHER WITH THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE
OF PERSONS USING 'THE COUNTY PARKS) PROHIBITING REMOVAIL OR
DESTRUCTION OF PARK PROPERTY AND RESOURCES; PROVIDING FOR CONTROL OF
THE USE OF FIRE IN COUNTY PARKS; PROVIDING FOR CARE AND CONTROL OF
PLANT LIFE, ANIMAL LIFE, INTRODUCTION OF SPECIES AND COLLECTION OF
SPECIMENS; PROHIBITING CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY WITHOUT A PERMIT;
PROVIDING FOR CONTROL OF PUBLIC UTILITIES; PROVIDING FOR REGULATION
OF RECREATION ACTIVITIES; PROVIDING FOR TRAFFIC CONTROL, SPEED OF
VEHICLES IN PARKS, RESTRICTION OF VEHICLES TO ROADS, AND PARKING OF
MOTOR VEHICLES; PROVIDING REGULATIONS FOR BATHING AND SWIMMING;:
PROVIDING FOR BOATING AND FISHING; PROHIBITING HUNTING AND FIREARMS;
ALLOWING SUBLEASES BY PERMIT; PROHIBITING ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES;
PROVIDING FOR REGULATION OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS; REGULATING
MERCHANDISING; PROHIBITING AIRCRAFT; PROVIDING FOR HOURS OF
OPERATION; PROVIDING FOR REGISTRATION FOR USE OF PARKS AND PARK
FACILITIES; PROVIDING FOR PHOTOGRAPHY AND TELEVISION; PROVIDING FOR
FREE SPEECH ACTIVITIES; PROVIDING FOR NOISE CONTROL; PROVIDING FOR
GROUP USE; PROVIDING FOR SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL; PROVIDING FOR
REGULATION OF HORSES; PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS,
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF ORDINANCES OR
PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; AND, PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Hamilton County,
Florida (hereafter "Board"), owns and maintains certain real
properties, in Hamilton County, Florida, which have been designated
for use by the public for outdoor use and enjoyment (hereafter
"county parks"); and

WHEREAS, county parks are intended to be used in a manner which
would be acceptable in the presence of ladies and children, and
conduct in the county parks should be similar to conduct in a family
home; and

WHEREAS, the Board finds that rules and regulations relating to
sanitation, cleanliness, and safety, are in the best interest of the
health, safety and welfare of persons using the county parks, now,
therefore, be it .

ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF HAMILTON
COUNTY, FLORIDA:
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Section 1. OBJECTIVE -

(a) All county parks have been established for the protection
and praservation of their natural features or historic significance
and for public use and enjoyment of the areas and facilities. The
object of this Ordinance is to provide maximum public use consistent
with the preservation of the natural features and historic value,
together with the best interests of the health, safety and welfare
of persons using the county parks.

(b) County parks include the certain real property in Hamilton
County, Florida, owned by and under the supervision and control of
the Board of County Commissioners of Hamilton County, Florida, and
have been so designated for such use and purposes, or which may
hereafter come under the Board's jurisdiction and control. Among
the designations included in the county park system are "picnic
areas", "boat-ramps" and "recreation areas".

(c) Neither the County Recreation Center located at 4525
Southwest 107th Avenue (also known as Baisden Lake Road), Jasper,
Florida 32052, nor the Bailey Ogburn Recreation Center, at White
Springs, Florida, 32096, are a "county park" under this Ordinance,
and nothing herein contained shall have any force or effect with
regard to either of those facilities; each of those facilities being
operated and maintained under other rules and regqulations.

Section 2. REMOVAL OR DESTRUCTION OF PARK PROPERTY AND
RESOURCES -

No person shall destroy, injure, deface, mar, move, dig,
harmfully disturb or remove from any county park, or the waters
thereof, any buildings, structures, facilities, historic ruins,
equipment, park property, soil, sand, gravel, rocks, stones,
minerals, marine plants or animals, artifacts, or other materials.
No person shall cut, carve, injure, mutilate, move, displace, or
break off any water bottom formation or growth. No rope, wire, or
other contrivance whether permanent or temporary, shall be attached
to any natural feature or property within a park.

Section 3. FIRES -

No person shall ignite or attempt to ignite any fire in,
against, or on any vegetation or park structures, except in
designated fireplaces or grills. No person shall dispose of burning
matches, smoking materials or other burning items within any county
park except in designated receptacles. Prescription burning shall
be conducted by authorized County personnel where appropriate for
the restoration, maintenance and preservation of certain plant
communities.
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Section 4. PLANT LIFE -

(a) All plant life, terrestrial, aquatic and aerial, growing
and being in park property, is the property of Hamilton County.
Florida. No person shall cut, carve, or damage the bark, or break
off limbs or branches or mutilate in any way, drive nails or spikes,
place screws into, or pick the flowers oxr seeds of any plant or
tree. Nor shall any person dig in or otherwise disturb grass areas
or in any other way impair the natural condition of any area; nor
shall any person place debris or materials of any kind on or about
any tree or plant or attach any rope or wire thereto.

(b) No person shall transplant or remove any plant life from
any county park, except as provided herein.

Section 5. ANIMAL LIFE -

(a) No person shall possess, molest, harm, frighten, kill,
trap, hunt, chase, capture, shoot or throw any object at any mammal,
bird, reptile, amphibian, or any other animal except fish, as
provided in paragraph (d), below; nor shall any person remove the
eggs, nest or young of any such animal; nor shall any person
collect, remove, possess, give away, sell or offer to sell, or buy
or offer to buy, or accept, as a gift, any specimen, alive or dead,
of any animal. The public is prohibited from killing, capturing, or
molesting poisonous snakes. Duly authorized County personnel are
authorized to remove poisonous snakes from public areas of county
parks.

(b) No person shall feed or attempt to pet any wild animal.

(c) No person shall capture, collect, or in any way harm any
animal life, except fish commonly referred to as edible or game
species taken in accordance with the laws and statutes of the State
of Florida, the rules and regqulations of the Florida Game and Fresh
Water Fish Commission, and, as applicable, the laws of the United
States of America, or as otherwise provided herein.

(d) All fishing shall be done and performed, and fish taken, in
accordance with the laws and statutes of the State of Florida, the
rules and requlations of the Florida Fresh Water Fish Commission,
and, as applicable, the laws and statutes of the United States of
America. : -

(e) Hunting is prohibited in all county parks.
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Section 6. INTRODUCTION OF SPECIES -

No person shall introduce into any county park any plant or animal
species by willful abandonment, negligence or for any other reason
without authorization of the County Recreation Director.

Section 7. COLLECTION OF SPECIMENS -

Collection of natural objects, including plant and animal 1life and
minerals, for scientific and educational purposes shall be conducted
in compliance with terms or written permits granted by the County
Recreation Director. Permits shall be applied for by submitting a
written request to the County Recreation Department Director, at his
office in the County Recreation Center, 4525 Southwest 107th Avenue,
also known as Baisden Lake Road, being located on the West side of
Baisden Lake Road, approximately one-fourth (1/4) mile South of the
City Limits of Jasper, Florida, telephone (904) 792-3098.

Section 8. CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY -

No person shall commence or conduct any construction or building
activities upon any county park without first obtaining
authorization to do so from the County Recreation Department
Director.

Section 9. PUBLIC UTILITIES -

Public utilities serving county park property or traversing
park property shall be designed, constructed and maintained as
follows:

(a) Rights-of-way shall be as narrow as utility regulations
permit, and kept free of invasive non-native plant species.

(b) Maintenance (trimming or removal) of vegetation shall occur
no more often than minimally required for safe utilities
transmission.

(c) Small trees, shrubs and other vegetation shall be left
undisturbed except that a fifteen foot wide service road may be
mowed, within the right-of-way.

(d) Trees that will interfere with power lines shall be cut or

trimmed only as authorized by the County Recreation Department
Director. T
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(e) Large volunteer trees that are damaging any buried gas
lines or other buried utility pipes, lines or wires, shall be cut
only as authorized by the County Recreation Department Director.

(f) Easements crossing fire adapted plant communities shall be
burned the same as the adjacent community.

(g) The utility company maintenance foreman or authorized
representative shall consult with the County Recreation Department
Director prior to undertaking routine maintenance to insure that
only minimum trimming is accomplished.

(h) Only herbicides approved by the Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services shall be used; the application of
herbicides shall be confined to the utility easement and shall not
adversely affect adjacent county park resources.

Section 10. REGULATION OF RECREATION ACTIVITIES -

The County Recreation Department Director, in furtherance of
the objective, policy and intent of this Ordinance, may prohibit or
regulate any activity or activities done, or being done and
performed by, or on the part of, any person or persons using the
county parks, which activity or activities lessen the safety, best
interest or recreational experience of other persons using the
county park facilities or which lessens the natural or cultural
value of the park. All recreational activities will occur at such
locations as designated for specific uses by the County Recreation
Department Director.

Section 11. TRAFFIC CONTROL -

Authorized law enforcement officers shall have power, and are
hereby authorized, to direct motor vehicle traffic on roads in
county parks as conditions and circumstances may require. All
persons shall comply with lawful orders, signals, and direction of
such law enforcement officers. All persons driving and operating
motor vehicles on roads in county parks, shall observe and comply
with posted speed limits and any other posted traffic control
devices and signs.

Section 12. SPEED OF VEHICLES IN PARKS -

(a) No person shall drive or operate a motor vehicle at a
speed greater than is reasonable or prudent, having due regard for
the surface, width and condition of the road, weather conditions
and other motor vehicle(s) and/or pedestrian traffic thereon or
present, particularly when near children, bicycle or horseback
riders.
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(b) Motor vehicle speed shall not exceed 20 miles per hour on
roads in county parks; and, at the more congested locations, near
park buildings or structures, camping areas, picnic and child play
areas, motor vehicle speed shall not exceed 10 miles per hour, or as
otherwise posted.

Section 13. RESTRICTION TO ROADS -

(a) No person shall drive and operate any motor vehicle on any
area of a county park except designated roads, parking areas, or
other specifically designated and posted areas provided for use and
operation of motor vehicles.

(b) "Motor vehicle", as used in this section and sections 11,
and 12, above, and section 14, hereafter, shall include all of the
"motor vehicles" as defined in Section 320.01, Florida Statutes, and
in addition any "all terrain vehicle" (ATV), "three-wheeler",
“four-wheeler", "Go-cart" or "Dune-Buggy".

Section 14. PARKING -

Motor vehicles shall be parked only in designated areas; or, in
such other areas and at such times as the County Recreation
Department Director may designate and duly post for such purpose.

Section 15. BATHING AND SWIMMING -

(a) No individual shall swim, bathe, or wade in any waters at
such places designed as prohibited for such activity by the County
Recreation Department Director. All such activities shall be in
compliance with the provisions of this Resolution, the laws and
statutes of the State of Florida, and, as applicable, the laws of
the United States of America.

(b) In every area of a county park, including bathing areas, no
person shall expose the male or female genitals, the male or female
pubic area, the male or female buttocks, or female breast, with less
than a fully opaque covering, except in restrooms, dressing rooms or
places provided or set apart for such purposes, in accordance with
Hamilton County Public Nudity Ordinance, Ordinance No. 92-11.

All terms and provisions, including the definitions, shown in
Ordinance No. 92-11 are incorporated herein; and, all words and
phrases used herein shall mean, and be in accordance with, the
definitions as provided in Ordinance 92-11.
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